
I wanted to announce to you today some changes that will be coming to the parish in 
the months ahead.  As you may know, Fr. David Fisher will be retiring from St. Joseph’s parish 
effective July 1.  In light of this, and because we are facing a shortage of priests,  Bishop Boyea 
has asked me to become the pastor of St. Joe’s while still remaining pastor here.  This will be a 
clustering of the two parishes, a cluster is different from a merger.  Clustering means that they 
will remain two separate parishes for the time being, but it is hoped that greater cooperation 
will be possible between the two parishes as they share one pastor. Undoubtedly, this will 
mean changes will be necessary at each of our parishes.  I don’t know what all those changes 
will be just yet.      

Certainly with any change, people become fearful and upset, I hope that we can keep 
that to a minimum.  As we begin this time of transition I would ask that you keep both of our 
parishes in your prayers.  I’m sure there will be some hurt feelings on the part of St. Joseph 
parishioners because they are not getting their own pastor, but will now be sharing a pastor.  
You and I both know many St. Joe parishioners and it is important that we reach out to them 
and extend some thoughtfulness and kindness towards them.   

As for me, this will be an ever greater challenge to administer and be the sacramental 
minister at two parishes and a school.  Bishop Boyea says that we may get an associate pastor 
again to help with the work load, but, unfortunately he could not guarantee it with the number 
of retirements in the diocese and the need to fill other vacancies.  We have been fortunate in 
our diocese for many years to have enough priests, but that is no longer the case.    If I am to be 
the only priest in town, we will have to look at the need to adjust the number of Masses and 
Mass times at each parish, among many other things.   This may mean some sacrifice and 
understanding on your part. There will be some tough and challenging times ahead, but I am 
confident if we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the answers will come and the Holy Spirit will bless 
our Catholic community of Owosso with many graces.  Please pray for the parishes of our 
diocese, our bishop, and our priests as we work towards fulfilling the mission of the gospel.   
May God bless you always. 


